

















Nums, XV. 


The LA Y-MON K. 





Ubi, ubi est, 


Diu celari non poteft. 


Ter. Y 





From WEpNEspDAY, December 16. to F Rip ay, December 18. 1713. 


~~ 





Have already acquainted my Reader, that 
from the firit Inititution of our Society, we 
have all had a watchful Eye upon Nep 
FrerMan. It is wonderful to us, as oftenas 
we think of it, how this Gentleman came firft to 
enter himiclf a Member of the Lay-Monajtery. 
His Humour 1s airy, free, and volatile 5 He ts al- 
ays fure of giving Ple -afure to the Company he 
isin, but never hme of being long pleas’d 1m it 
himatelt This makes him very avreeable, but 
fomewhat inconftant. 

We were fearce fettled in our Lay-Convent, 
when Nep began to enlarge his Freedom, by ma- 
king fh ort Excurfions in the Nei ighbourhood. At 
the fame time he was freque ently nibling at the Or- 
ders of our Fraternity. He was content to {pend 
Hours with us every Day, but did not care to be 
obligd to fit with us twice a Week. What need 
ie the re, ays he, that you ges saponin fe: Days 
for Bufinels, Whenweare all in the fame Houfe, 
and can at any time, over a Bottle after a 
read Papers, or ftart a Subject for anew Effay 
and, in fhort, be as wife, and ye 
we pleafe ? 

Th > Society being willing to oblige fo lively 


Ly a 
Member, came immedi: ately to the following Re- 


folution. 
Order’d, Tha 


call °d for 


as fociable as 


when Pen Ink and Paper foal 
, order to the na pila taking Mizutes for 
any future Ej}. Ys a Flask ce Cham. sig? “foal 
the Table at t'r > fam (792 
Liberty to cail for a fecond 
Locner. 


0 Merb y fall Le at 
ry EusTac E 


Flask, 


(Price Three Half 


~pence.} 


It was defir’d at the fame time, that for the fu- 
ture Mr. FreemMAn woud fend for his Lace and 
Linnen, by his own Servant, the Society havin 
been inform’d that a handiome young Girl had 
been twice to enquire for him ({uppos’d from his 
Sempftrefs) and that fhe had Black Eyes and a good 
Complexion. 

Nep Freeman, after this laft Order, was 
pretty regular fora Week. He then reliev’d him- 
lelf bya Coffee --houfe, which he found out about 
half a Mile diftant. 

Here Nep ufed to fpend much of his Time 5 
and from hence it was that he brought us the firft 
Inteliigence of the Jultice of Peace, who had 
flander’d us, and of the Defi m of plundering 3 the 
Lay-Monajtery, of which I have given an Account 
in a former P aper. 

In the meantime, it is not to be fuppos’d but 
that a Perfon of Nep’s Gayety has had man 
‘Temptations to leave us. Weno fooner publifh’d 
2 Direction where Letters might be left for the 
Society, but we receiv’d every Day Difpatches 
for Mr.FrEEMAN. His whole Male and Female Ac- 
quaintance feem’d to have taken the Alarm, and 
were refolv’d to raife a Hue and Cry after him. 
He was fo ingenuous as to communicate many of 
thefe Letters to the Society. Some of them res 
proach him very feverely for breaking his Word 
at certain Appointments for Cards and Dancing. 
Another from Two Sifters threatens him with a 
Vifit; they rally him for turning Anchorite ; de- 
fire an Account of the Rules of his Order, his 
Exercifes, Penances, and Mortifications, and 1 long 
to fee him in his Lay-Moraftick Habit. 


The 








The Society, finding theie Enquiries ahs 
daily, have had fome Vhoughts of putting forth 
an vidverts/imext, Aefiving all Perfons who had any 
Claim upon Mr. Frerman, to iend in their De- 
mands by a certain Day. But while this Matter 
was under Debate, Nep made an Elopement, and 
was not heard of by any of the Society for four 
Days. e is now return’d, and fays he has only 
been ranging like a Bee, to gather Honey for the 
Hive: He tells us, That 1n his Abfence he has 
made a notable Difcovery of a Lay-Nunnery, which 
is newly erected. We were extremely well diver- 
ted with his Account of this new Foundation, 
but took it only for Raillery, anda pleafant way 
of excufing his Abfence, til! the following Letter 
confirm'’d the Truth of Nen’s Intelligence. 


To Mr. JAcos Ravenscrorr. 


SI R, 
c Ww ITHOUT any Preliminary Difcourfe to 
‘acquaint you with the Defign of this 
‘ Letter, you muft know at once that [am one of 
‘a new Order, who diftinguifh themfelves by the 
‘Title of Lay-Nuxs. As you have given the 
‘ World an Account of your Infitution and Way 
‘of Living, fo we thought it not amils to inform 
‘ youof ours, and to give you to underfland that 
‘ we can and have prohibited the Converfation of 
‘Men, with as ftedfait a Refolution as you feem 
‘or ought to have done that of Women, only 
‘with this Difference that as we fancy you ex- 
« clude us, according to the old Saying, becaufe the 
‘ Grapes are four, fo we proteft againft you b-caufe 
‘they are fweet 5; which fhews a greater Self- 
¢ denial in us, and confcquently that we are greater 
¢ Philofophers. As we affert a Superiority im this, 
‘fo we do alfo in the Strigtnefs and Severity of 
¢ our Lives 3 we don’t as much‘as admit the Sight 
« of a Man; nay, we had the Superitition the o- 
« ther Day, to tofs a Cat from the Garret Window, 
« becaufe it had the Misfortune to be of the Maf- 
* culine Gender. We are not infenfible of the 
© wicked Conftruction you will put upon our 
¢ Silterhood, and tell us, that we are only the 
« dueavings of Five and Thirty or Forty Years 5 and 
« that from a Diftafte which Men naturally bear to 
« that Ave, we have, to avoid their Coldnefs, ta- 
« ken this Opportunity of withdrawing our felves 
from the World: To convince you of which 
« Error, | muft tell you, that lately there came a 
Lady to us, who defired to be admitted as a Pro- 


« bationer, before fhe would take upon her the 


Vows of our Order. She had not pafs’d above 


« two Days with us, rill we difcover’d an unufual 


- 


Rouglhnefs about her Fece, which made us’ Vi04 
¢ lently fufpect her to be an Impottor. At length 
¢ {ome undeniable Symptoms confirming our Sut. 
‘ picion, we difcover’d this pretended Lay- 
‘ Sifter of ours to be your dear Lay-Brother 
‘ Nep Freeman: He made feveral Excufes and 
* Apologies for himielf, and at laft own’d tha 
‘it was powerful Love which put him upon 
‘this Adventure ; and would have given a 
* vreat many Initances of feveral who had made 
‘ufe of the like -Stratagems, and particularly he 
« talk’d of cne et se who had play’'d a great 
« many Pranks of the fame Nature. We do there- 
‘ fore ftriétly forbid your Sex any Communica. 
‘ tion with us for the future, except by Letter ; 
« and we defire the Paper may nor be gilt. As we 
‘ have not fully refolv’d upon all our Orders, we 
¢ fhall content our felves by only telling you, that 
‘ ’tis in our Power to be as felf-denying as you 
«Men: If you {peak m Favour of us in your 
‘ next, we fhall proceed to give you a more ample 
« Account of what has been tranfacted among us, 
¢ We reft your Affectionate Sifters. 


Resecca SINcLe, Secretary, 


¢ Note, The Two North Country Maiden Sifters, 
¢ who appear d lait Summer at Hamfiead, may be 
‘admitted among us, provided they will bring 
“« Certificates that they are not yet Forty. 


1 muft not conclude this Paper without acquaint- 
ing our dear Lay-Sifters, that Nep FREEMAN de- 
nies the Adventure chare’d upon him in the fore- 
going Letter 5 and fays, it was fome fly Youth that 
took upon him to perfonate him. However, as 
he has own’d he ts no Stranger to the Lay-Numnery, 
we fhalf take Care to examine further into this 
Matter. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Gentlemen that have been educated at Merchant. 
Taylors School, are defired to meet together at the Swan 
Tavern in Exchange Alley, on Monday the 21f Inftant, 
and every following Monday, at Five in the Evening. 


Yefterday was Publith’d 
Pra-exiftence, a Poem, in Imitation of Milton. Printed 
for Fohn Clark, at the Bible and Crown inthe Old-Change, 
near St. Pauls: Aud may alo be had of F. Roberts in 
Warwick-lane, F. Harvifon by the Royal-Exchange, A, 
Dodd without Tenrple-Bar, aud R. Bond at Charing-Crofs. 


This Paper may be had at Mr. Warrifon’s by the 
Royal Exchange ; A4rs. Dodd's and Mrs. Boulter’s 


without Temple-Bar ; and Mrs, Bond’s at Charing: 
Crofs. 
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LONDON, Printed: And Sold by James Roberts iz Warwick-Lane, mbhere 
) . ° e 4 . . 
ana at the Places above-mentiow’'d Advertifements are taken in, at Three Shillings each. 














